REMARKS BY THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, UNIVERSAL BASIC EDUCATION COMMISSION (UBEC) ON THE OCCASION OF THE HANDING OVER CEREMONY OF NIGERIA-KOREA FCT MODEL SCHOOL, ABUJA, TAKING PLACE ON 29TH OF JUNE 2018 AT THE MODEL SCHOOL SITE, PIWOYI, ALONG AIRPORT ROAD, FCDA, ABUJA, NIGERIA.
PROTOCOL

May I begin by extending our deep appreciation and hearty congratulations to the Honourable Minister of the Federal Capital Territory (FCT), Alhaji Muhammad Musa Bello and the Korea International Co-operation Agency (KOICA) for building and nurturing a wonderful partnership that has produced the Nigeria-Korea Model School, Abuja, the impressive edifice that is today being commissioned. This model school represents a befitting legacy to the warm and cordial relationship which had existed and continue to exist between Nigeria and Government and people of South Korea.

The relationship between the Federal Republic of Nigeria and Republic of Korea is an old standing one. However, effective partnership between the Universal Basic Education Commission (UBEC) and the Korea International Co-operation Agency dates back to a decade ago, with massive support to the Basic Education Sector including:

i) Construction of 21 additional classrooms in Katsina State;

ii) Construction of 16 additional classrooms in Kogi State;

iii) Construction of 2 schools of 15 classrooms each and administrative block in Gombe;

iv) Construction of 2 schools of 15 classrooms each and administrative block in Adamawa State;

v) Training of Teachers and Education Administrators in Korea; and

vi) Supply and installation of IT equipment to several schools to support Nigeria’s Universal Basic Education (UBE) programme.
Honourable Ministers, our Dignitaries, Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, may I venture to state, and without any equivocation, that Republic of Korea’s passion for education is not only legendary but has come to earn its major accolades and distinction within the international education community. The Republic of Korea has always been cited as the one country which had been able to lay a solid foundation to its educational and socio-economic development by universalizing Basic Education and ensuring that each and every Korean had access to a qualitative and functional education. Many have pointed out that this has been the secret key to its industrialization and economic success. And it is indeed a worthy lesson that Nigeria must learn to forge ahead in its journey to greatness.
Honourable Ministers, Distinguished Guests, the Korean Model School System has also served as a great inspiration to the development of the UBEC Model Schools, many of which will come on board by December this year. We hope this partnership shall be carried further to ensure the success of the system.

Once again, I extend, on behalf of the Universal Basic Education family, our felicitations to all those who facilitated the completion of this great project. May God, in His infinite mercy, grant us His eternal blessings.

Thank you.
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