Building A Sustainable Legacy On Education For The Almajirai
By

Dr. Hamid Bobboyi

Executive Secretary, Universal Basic Education Commission (UBEC) 

A Presentation At The 2nd Annual Event Of MALLPAI FOUNDATION, Birnin-Kebbi, Kebbi State 
Saturday 20th January, 2018

Protocol 

Introduction 

This annual event of MALLPAI FOUNDATION under the leadership of Her Excellency, Hajiya Aisha Atiku Bagudu, the wife of the Executive Governor of Kebbi State could not have come at a better time than this when Nigeria is increasing its efforts at attaining the Education For All (EFA) and Goal number 4 of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) which targets the provision of inclusive and equitable quality education and promotion of lifelong learning opportunity for all. The Foundation’s focus on the menace of ‘Almajiranchi’ and the zeal to address it is highly encouraging, especially considering its antithetical position to the teachings of Islam. On behalf of the Commission, therefore, I want to identify with the mission of this Foundation of improving access to Health, Education and Agriculture which is similar to UBEC’s objectives on Tsangaya Education. 
As the mother of the State, we are not surprised that this initiative emanated from Her Excellency, Hajiya Aisha Atiku Bagudu because the Holy Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him) said that the Education of a child begins from the mother, and that even our Paradise lie at the feet of our mothers. 

The emergence of Islamic education in Nigeria was through the North Africa and the Middle East in the 8th century. Adherents of Islam were taught how to read and write in Arabic to facilitate their study and interpretation of the Holy Qur’an and other religious books with a view to enhancing their practice and teaching of Islam, which later led to the introduction of Qur’anic schools. As Islam spread, so did these Qur’anic schools which were found in mosques, houses, under tree sheds or specially built huts. This system also developed educational institutions and great centres of learning in places like Kano, Kastina, Zaria, Borno, Ibadan, Ilorin, Yola, Gombe, Epe in Lagos State, Iseyin in Oyo States. 

However, after Nigeria’s Independence in 1960, the government of the then Northern Region appointed a committee to assess the Qur’anic schools and Islamic Education with a view to assisting them. The Committee’s recommendations among others were that the Qur’anic schools should be reorganized into graded classes while the curricula should be diversified to include teachings of Arithmetic, Reading and Writing. The recommendations were first implemented in 1964 with government’s assistance after which the government stopped the release of aids to the schools. The system was then left in the hands of individuals and Islamic organizations. 

Following a similar survey conducted by Madrasah Committee in 2010, it was revealed that, there were more than 10million Almajiri children roaming our streets. It was against this background that the current UBE Almajiri Education programme was envisioned. 
The UBE Almajiri Education Programme 

The Almajiri Education Programme is another opportunity which beckons on this category of learning centres and their Proprietors with the introduction of Almajiri/Tsangaya Education Programme. The Federal Government noted with dismay that Almajirai constituted the largest group of out-of-school children in Nigeria. Thus, to neglect this group will not only deny them of their fundamental rights to education but also that their innate potentials would remain largely untapped.

This initiative was  definitely not to debar them from acquiring a sound mastery of Quránic knowledge but equip them with dual knowledge of western and Islamic education along with vocational skills that will enable them integrate properly into Nigerian society. The objectives of the programme are to:
i. Provide access and equity to Basic Education for all Almajiri School age children;

ii. Discourage and gradually eliminate Almajiri itinerancy and begging; and 

iii. Support the emergence of an enabling environment to facilitate the effective integration of Islamic discipline into basic education programme.

The Strategic Plans 

To effectively implement this programme, the following strategic efforts were made:

i. Establishment of Integrated Almajiri Model Schools;

ii. Support for community owned Tsangaya/Islamiyyah and Tahfeez Primary Schools;
iii. Introduction of Basic Education into Makarantun Allo, Tsangaya Schools and Ile-kewu.
Achievements

From the inception of the programme to date, the following have been accomplished: 

i. Development, production and distribution of curriculum, Textbooks and Teachers’ Guides to all Almajiri Model Schools.

ii. Construction of 157 Model Almajiri Schools in 27 States of the federation and the FCT(Adamawa, Bauchi, Benue, Borno, Edo, Ekiti, Gombe, Jigawa, Kaduna, Kano, Katsina, Kebbi, Kogi, Kwara, Lagos, Nasarawa, Niger, Ogun, Ondo, Osun, Oyo, Rivers, Sokoto, Taraba, Yobe and Zamfara).
iii. In Kebbi State alone, the Federal Government constructed 6 Model Almajiri schools, 2 Model Girl-child schools and equipped them with adequate state-of- the-art learning facilities with a view to assisting Kebbi state in the delivery of Universal Basic Education. 

Constraints

However, programmes are not implemented without challenges. These challenges relate to the following:

i. Abandonment of completed school projects even after the handing over to the States. For instance, in Kebbi State, only 3 schools are being put into use (Kokobesse, Dakingari and Rabakayya in Birni- Kebbi)
ii.  The use of the schools for purposes other than the Almajiri education. Out of the 2 Junior Girls College in the State, one has been handed over to the military and converted into Command college
iii. Non-recruitment/deployment of Basic Education teachers into Almajiri schools.
iv. Non-integration of Alarammas/Mallams/Proprietors into the programme. This is of great concern to the Federal Government.
I must hasten to recognize the support of our spiritual and traditional Rulers under the leadership of His Eminence, the Sultan of Sokoto,  Muhammadu Sa’ad Abubakar III who did not only participate in the commissioning of one of the schools at Gagi in Sokoto state but held meetings with State Governors, Commissioners of Education and other Stakeholders to give more support for the programme. One of such meetings was the Review meeting held in 2012 where the State Governors signed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to replicate the model schools constructed, provide Teachers, feed the children and manage the schools in general. 

The Way Forward
We have been looking for opportunities like this to seek the support of Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), such as the MALLPAI FOUNDATION, to collaborate with them in the mobilization and sensitization of the Mallams, Parents and Communities for them to understand that, the Almajiri integrated Education Programme is not anti Islam, rather, it enhances better knowledge of the Religion. 
We therefore call on this Foundation to support the UBE initiative by: 
i. supporting the State Government through mobilization and sensitization of stakeholders at all levels to support the programme 

ii. Supporting the State government to ensure utilization of the completed schools, replicating the model schools and providing the existing ones with necessary facilities.
iii. helping to control the itinerancy of the children so that government will provide them with infrastructures and facilities enjoyed by their colleagues.

iv. establishing school farms for production of some of their foods.

v. appealing to philanthropists to assist the schools/centres through channeling their Zakkat to Educational development. 

vi. sensitizing the parents on the danger of exposing their children into harsh weather, insecurity and danger on our roads, which were not of much challenge before now.

vii. organizing meetings like this to identify constraints and chart way forward 
viii. sensitizing the people to understand that Government alone cannot do this since the problem belongs to us all and the solution must be proffered by all of us too.
Conclusion 

Let me conclude this presentation by recognizing the significant role of State Governors to the success of all initiatives for the sustenance of Basic Education delivery in the country. State Governors must therefore brace up to face the challenges posed by the Out-Of-School children because every child must be in school irrespective of his status, culture, religion or location. The exclusion of Almajiri children and our young Girls from benefitting from this social service (education) will not portray such States that neglect them in good light.
Distinguished invitees, MALLPAI FOUNDATION has thrown its weight behind a legacy on education for these indigent children. What are we going to contribute to support this initiative?

Wa Salamun Alaykhum Warahmatullah Wabara Katuhu.  
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